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An appendix to this convenient volume supplies pertinent texts 
of ordinances, statistical tables and other matters. There is a 
good bibliography. The literature in English upon the subject 
of the book is most meager; little better is at hand than brief 
sketches in the pages of Schloss, Bliss, and Dawson. 

Robert F. Foebster. 
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The subtitle indicates the scope and purpose of this little book. 
The author is an organization man, and makes a direct appeal to 
union men rather than to the general public. His point of departure 
is the McNamara case, and his plea is that all violence shall be 
avoided by union members and sympathisers. He holds that syndi- 
calism, sabotage, and the unceasing war formed by the Industrial 
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Workers of the World, are not only wrong but inexpedient. Con- 
structively the writer has nothing new or striking to propose; but 
his advocacy of more complete cooperation within the union, and 
of the taking over of the training of apprentices by the unions is 
worthy of note. The book is well written, and the author's sin- 
cerity of purpose, clarity of reasoning, and firm grasp of funda- 
mental economic principles will make a strong appeal to the in- 
telligent and unbiassed reader, whether he be a union man or not. 

C. W. D. 
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statistics for 1902-1910. (London: Board of Trade, Labor De- 
partment. 1912. Pp. 204. lOd.) 
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Report of Commission on the Cost of Living in New Zealand, 
together with Minutes of Proceedings and Summary of Evi- 
dence. (Wellington: Government Printer. 1912. Pp. 
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The Commission on the Cost of Living in New Zealand as- 
sembled on May 31, 1912, and reported within three months. It 
was given thirteen definite questions to consider relating to the 
increase of the cost of living in New Zealand during the past 
twenty years: the direction of the increase, comparative price 
changes in other countries, changes in the standard of living, the 
role played by monopolies, the tariff, land, foreign trade, labor 
legislation, gold production, movements of population, or other 
causes in increasing the cost of living and the steps to be taken 
to reduce the cost of the necessities of life. 

In answering these questions the commission did not collect 
new data, but assembled and presented the results of the most 
reliable investigations. The data for New Zealand consist mainly 
of Mcllraith's indices of wholesale prices of 45 commodities for 
the period 1860 to 1911, and 69 budgets of family expenditure 
collected in 1910-1911 by the "Journal of the Department of 
Labor." The well-known indices of prices of the United King- 
dom, France, Germany, the United States and Canada are com- 
pared with those of New Zealand. The intellectual temper of the 
commission is shown by the nature of the authorities most fre- 
quently quoted, e.g., Marshall, Bowley, Hooker, and Fisher. 

The findings of the commission may be summarized as follows : 

(1) Since 1894-1896 wholesale prices in New Zealand have in- 
creased about 20 per cent. (2) The greatest increase has been 
in foodstuffs— about 35 per cent. "Many articles of food are 
short in the reputed weights and measures." (3) "The rise in 
the cost of living, due to the increase of the prices of the articles 
in the uniform 'schedule of living,' has been considerably less in 
New Zealand than in the United States, Canada, and Germany, 
and appears to have been approximately the same as in the United 
Kingdom, but higher than in France." (4) The commission holds 



